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Chapter 1

Summary: Ardjin Wilkes, a 26-year-old living paycheck to paycheck in Silver
Lake, Oklahoma, struggles financially. On a cold January day, after losing his debit
card, he faces the chaos of a local "Snowpocalypse" while working at the IGA
grocery store.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does Ardjin’s financial situation shape his worldview and daily
decisions? Consider his reaction to his bank balance and the autopay system.

2. What does the "Snowpocalypse" reveal about the community of Silver Lake
and its response to minor crises compared to Ardjin’s Minnesota
background?

3. How does the author use setting (e.g., the cold, the grocery store chaos) to
reflect Ardjin’s internal struggles?



Chapter 2

Summary: Arlo Tillman, son of an oil tycoon, rejects his father’s expectations to
pursue a music career. His strained relationship with his father, Roger, and his
move to the pool house highlight his desire for independence.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does Arlo’s privileged background contrast with Ardjin’s struggles, and
what does this suggest about their respective paths in life?

2. In what ways does Arlo’s mother, Virginia, influence his aspirations, and
how does this dynamic compare to his father’s influence?

3. How does the author use Arlo’s musical passion to explore themes of
identity and rebellion against societal expectations?



Chapter 3

Summary: The "Snowpocalypse" proves underwhelming, but Ardjin realizes his
debit card is missing. He searches for the mysterious ATM where he withdrew
money but finds the lot empty, raising questions about the card’s origin.

Discussion Questions:

1. What is the significance of Ardjin’s failure to locate the ATM, and how does
it contribute to the story’s growing sense of unease?

2. How does Ardjin’s casual attitude toward his missing debit card reflect his
personality and approach to life’s challenges?

3. How does the contrast between Minnesota winters and Silver Lake’s
reaction to snow deepen the theme of cultural displacement?



Chapter 4

Summary: Ardjin receives a mysterious replacement debit card with a red bird
logo and no bank branding. The accompanying letter mentions a "Select Preferred
Members" card with no spending limit, prompting him to download a new app.

Discussion Questions:

1. What does the arrival of the unmarked card suggest about the story’s shift
toward supernatural or mysterious elements?

2. How does Ardjin’s decision to use the card without fully understanding its
origins reflect his desperation and financial mindset?

3. How does the author build suspense through the description of the card and
the letter’s lack of corporate branding?



Chapter 5

Summary: Ardjin enjoys a warm Oklahoma day and a new paycheck. He plans a
night out with friends Arlo, Danny, and Chet, using the new card for purchases,
unaware of its implications.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does the shift in weather from snow to warmth mirror Ardjin’s
temporary sense of relief and optimism?

2. What do Ardjin’s interactions with his friends reveal about his social
dynamics and their group hierarchy?

3. How does the author use the casual setting of Wings-N-Things to contrast
with the emerging tension surrounding the debit card?



Chapter 6

Summary: Ardjin wakes up hungover after a night of bowling and drinking,
regretting his financial recklessness. His daydreams of a better life are interrupted
by panic when he checks his bank balance, which remains unchanged despite his
spending.

Discussion Questions:

1. How do Ardjin’s daydreams about a luxurious life with Ember/Amber reflect
his deeper desires and insecurities?

2. What does Ardjin’s compulsive checking of his bank balance suggest about
his relationship with money and control?

3. How does the author use Ardjin’s physical discomfort (hangover, vomiting)
to parallel his growing unease about the card?



Chapter 7

Summary: Ardjin’s health begins to decline with nausea and headaches. He visits
the bank, suspicious of the card, but the teller confirms his transactions and an
unchanged balance, deepening his confusion and fear.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does Ardjin’s declining health foreshadow potential consequences of
using the mysterious card?

2. What role does the bank teller’s casual demeanor play in heightening the
contrast between Ardjin’s internal panic and the external world?

3. How does the author use Ardjin’s physical symptoms to amplify the horror
elements introduced by the card?



Chapter 8

Summary: Arlo performs at The Misty Moon’s open mic night, distancing himself
from his Tillman Oil family name. Facing a heckling crowd, he struggles with a
performance mishap, forgetting lyrics to a cover song. A mysterious red-haired girl
with a red bird logo on her shirt sings along to his original song, offering a rare

moment of validation amidst the crowd’s mockery.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does Arlo’s decision to perform as “only Arlo” reflect his struggle to
separate himself from the Tillman Oil legacy, and what does the crowd’s
reaction reveal about the challenges of escaping his family’s reputation?

2. Arlo’s original song about a disobedient shadow symbolizes his resistance to
his father’s expectations. How does this song’s imagery and performance
enhance the theme of individuality versus conformity?

3. The red-haired girl with the red bird logo sings along to Arlo’s original song,
including parts written the night before. How does her presence introduce an
element of mystery or foreboding, and how might it connect to the novel’s
broader supernatural elements, such as the debit card?

4. Danny’s physical reaction to a heckler and Chet’s gesture of bringing Arlo a
shot show their support. How do these actions reflect the group’s loyalty,

and how do they contrast with the crowd’s hostility?



Chapter 9

Summary: Ardjin continues to grapple with his financial and health issues, while
the mysterious card’s influence looms larger.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does the author maintain suspense regarding the card’s true nature
without revealing too much in this chapter?

2. How does Ardjin’s continued use of the card reflect his internal conflict
between caution and temptation?

3. How does the empty parking lot, where Ardjin searches for the ATM,
enhance the theme of isolation and his growing disconnection from reality?

4. How does Ardjin’s persistence in using the card despite his health concerns
show his evolving relationship with money and risk, compared to earlier
chapters?



Chapter 10

Summary: Arlo wanders through the downtown shopping district of Silver Lake,
grappling with his thoughts, and stumbles upon a new music store, Fair Market
Music. Inside, he encounters a familiar woman who guides him to a unique guitar
and hints at a special microphone. The chapter blends themes of self-discovery,
creativity, and an almost mystical connection to music and instruments.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does the description of the downtown shopping district (e.g., boutique
shops, Bagelicious, Lollipop Lane) reflect Arlo’s state of mind? Why might
retail environments be significant for his creative thinking, as mentioned in
the text?

2. The music store is described as unexpectedly large and overwhelming,
almost surreal. How does this setting contribute to the chapter’s tone? What
might the comparison to Bed, Bath, and Beyond suggest about Arlo’s
experience?

3. Arlo personifies the guitar, saying he was “talking to her” and describing it
in vivid, almost romantic terms. What does this suggest about his
relationship with music? How might the guitar’s unique features (grey wood,
gothic tuning keys, red bird logo) hold symbolic or narrative significance?

4. The discovery of a music store in Silver Lake, previously unknown to Arlo,
Is surprising given his familiarity with the area. What might this suggest
about changes in the town or Arlo’s perception of it?



Chapter 11

Summary: Ardjin navigates a day at work while distracted by a mysterious
card in his wallet and his anticipation for a night out at Wings-N-Things.
The chapter builds toward a climactic moment where Ardjin, despite his

nervousness, attempts to speak to Ember, only to collapse.

Discussion Questions:

1. Ardjin is described as mentally absent while performing his job at the
IGA. How does the contrast between his robotic work routine and his
inner thoughts about the card set the tone for the chapter?

2. Ardjin spends a week’s pay on a new haircut, clothes, and a second
outfit, feeling “invincible.” How does this reflect a change in his
character? What might be driving his desire to reinvent himself?

3. Ardjin’s approach to the girl is described as a battle, with “legions at
war” inside him. How does this imagery highlight the theme of courage?

How does his collapse complicate this theme?



General Discussion Questions

l.

How does JL Greer use the contrast between Ardjin’s and Arlo’s
backgrounds to explore themes of class, ambition, and fate?

In what ways does the mysterious debit card serve as a metaphor for modern
financial systems or personal desires?

. How does the author blend elements of quiet horror with everyday settings

to create suspense in these chapters?

How do Ardjin’s relationships with Ember, Arlo, Danny, and Chet influence
his decisions regarding the card?

. What role does the setting of Silver Lake, Oklahoma, play in grounding the

supernatural elements of the story?



