
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISCUSSION GUIDE 

Part 2 
  



Copyright © 2025 by JL Greer 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Novella is Published by Raven Tale Publishing 

All rights reserved. 

This book may not be duplicated in any way without the express written consent 

of the publisher, except in the form of brief excerpts or quotations for the 

purposes of review. 

The information contained herein is for the personal use of the reader and may 

not be incorporated in any commercial programs or other books, databases, or 

any kind of software without written consent of the publisher or author. Making 

copies of this book or any portion of it, for any purpose is a violation of United 

States copyright laws. 

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the 

product of the authors imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to 

actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental. 

 

Discussion Guide created with assistance from   

 

http://www.grok.com  

 

  

http://www.grok.com/


WARNING 

The following pages contain 

spoilers for The 

Replacement. 

 

Use only as directed.  

The author of this work is not 

responsible for nightmares, 

injury, or death resulting 

from reading The 

Replacement. 

 

 

 

  



Chapter 12 

Summary:  Ardjin wakes up in St. Catherine’s Memorial Hospital after collapsing 

at Wings-N-Things. Grappling with panic over his mysterious card, health 

concerns, and the embarrassment of his collapse, Ardjin navigates his recovery. 

The discovery of flowers from a woman named Ember, who visited him, sparks 

hope, while his friend Danny offers a perspective shift on the incident.  

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

1. The chapter mentions the hospital’s view of “blue skies and old buildings” 

and Danny’s Jeep defying the cold north wind. How do these details 

contribute to the portrayal of Silver Lake as a setting? What do they suggest 

about the town’s atmosphere or Ardjin’s place in it? 

2. Ember, revealed as the girl from Wings-N-Things, left flowers and a card 

with her name and a heart. How does this gesture affect Ardjin’s 

perspective? What might it suggest about her character or their potential 

relationship? 

3. How does Danny’s friendship shape Ardjin’s emotional journey in this 

chapter? What does his advice reveal about their dynamic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 14 

Summary: Arlo navigates a day marked by familial obligations and a 

transformative open mic performance at The Misty Moon. Forced to attend a 

formal event honoring his father, Arlo feels out of place but finds solace in 

preparing for his performance with his new guitar and microphone. His set 

captivates the crowd, revealing the instruments’ almost supernatural qualities, and 

he notices the mysterious red-haired woman from Fair Market Music, whose 

pendant glows in sync with his music.  

 

Discussion Questions:  

1. Arlo’s discomfort at the award ceremony and his strained relationship with 

his father, Roger, are evident. How do these dynamics shape his character, 

and how do they contrast with his brother Woody’s enthusiasm? 

2. The guitar and microphone elevate Arlo’s performance, connecting him to 

his senses in new ways. How does this experience redefine his identity as a 

musician? 

3. Danny’s decision to attend despite earlier reluctance and Chet’s humor (e.g., 

the toast to Ardjin) highlight their loyalty. How do these friendships ground 

Arlo amidst the chapter’s surreal events? 

4. Ardjin’s absence due to illness ties to his collapse in Chapter 11 and 

hospitalization in Chapter 12. How might Arlo’s success contrast with 

Ardjin’s struggles, and could their stories converge? 

 

 

 



Chapter 15 

Summary: Ardjin recovers from his illness and embarks on a shopping spree in 

Tulsa, driven by the mysterious card and his infatuation with Ember. A vivid 

nightmare about being chased by creditors and a transformed Ember haunts him, 

but he pushes forward, testing the card’s limits with purchases for his apartment 

and a new truck. His spending spree is interrupted by another health scare, hinting 

at a deeper connection between his physical symptoms and the card’s influence. 

 

Discussion Questions:  

1. Ardjin chooses to shop in Tulsa for anonymity, contrasting with the small-

town familiarity of Silver Lake. How does this shift in setting highlight his 

intentions and fears? What does it suggest about his relationship with Silver 

Lake? 

2. Ardjin’s daydreams and purchases are tied to his vision of a future with 

Ember. How does his infatuation shape his actions, and how does the 

nightmare’s depiction of her as reptilian complicate this vision? 

3. Ardjin’s spending spree is driven by the card and his desire to impress 

Ember. How does the chapter explore consumerism as a form of escapism, 

and what are the potential consequences hinted at by his nightmare? 

4. The nightmare’s imagery of creditors and animated electronics chasing 

Ardjin reflects a fear of debt or accountability. How does this fear contrast 

with his “invincible” mindset while shopping? 

 



Chapter 16 

Summary: Ardjin revels in his new possessions and a dreamless, restful sleep, free 

from the health scares and nightmares of previous chapters. His day off begins 

with confidence, bolstered by his new truck and a promotion at work, where he 

unexpectedly encounters Ember in a checkout line. Their interaction marks a 

turning point, leading to a planned date, but the chapter ends on a cliffhanger with 

“the worst” moment looming. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. The thick fog outside Ardjin’s apartment creates an eerie atmosphere. How 

does this weather contrast with his optimistic mood, and could it foreshadow 

challenges ahead? 

2. The shift from Ardjin’s usual cashier role to shadowing management duties 

changes the dynamic of the IGA. How does this setting enhance the sense of 

his personal growth and the stakes of his encounter with Ember? 

3. Ardjin’s pride in his new truck and promotion marks a shift from his earlier 

vulnerabilities. How does this newfound confidence shape his interaction 

with Ember, and what might it reveal about his evolving identity? 

4. Rick’s unexpected decision to promote Ardjin to a management role is a 

pivotal moment. How might this change his trajectory, and could it be linked 

to the card’s influence or Ember’s presence? 

 

 



 

Chapter 17 

Summary: Arlo grapples with the aftermath of his transformative performance 

and the Nashville record deal offer from Chapter 13. Haunted by nightmares of his 

loved ones mocking him, Arlo suspects the guitar and microphone may have a 

sinister, possibly demonic influence. In a desperate attempt to reclaim his faith and 

talent, he tries to destroy the instruments, only to encounter horrifying supernatural 

phenomena, including a bleeding guitar case and a bite mark on his hand. The 

chapter ends with Arlo, terrified and seeking solace, turning to his mother and 

faith, as they head to church together. 

Discussion Questions:  

1. Arlo’s nightmares and decision to destroy the instruments reveal a deep fear 

of their influence. How does his turn to prayer and his mother mark a shift in 

his character, and what does it suggest about his internal conflict? 

2. The voice from the guitar case, identified as the red-haired woman, adds to 

Arlo’s terror. How does this moment complicate his perception of her, given 

her earlier connection to the guitar and microphone? 

3. Arlo’s fear of the instruments parallels Ardjin’s health scares tied to the 

card. How do their respective struggles with supernatural objects highlight 

their differences and similarities? 

4. Arlo’s decision to rely on his own talent rather than the instruments’ power 

reflects a fear of corruption. How does this tie to his desire for independence 

from his father’s influence? 

 



 

Chapter 18 

Summary: Ardjin learns of a devastating car accident involving his friend Arlo 

and Arlo’s mother, Ginger. Arlo is critically injured in the ICU, facing potential 

tetraplegia, while Ginger is killed. The mysterious circumstances of the accident, 

with an unseen other vehicle, deepen the tragedy’s enigma.  

Discussion Questions:  

1. The description of the train tracks separating Silver Lake’s industrial past 

from its “folksy and quaint” present adds depth to the town. What 

differences and similarities do you see in your own town? 

2. Roger’s rage and confusion about the accident’s circumstances highlight his 

grief. How does his reaction contrast with Ardjin and Danny’s, and what 

does it reveal about his relationship with Arlo and Ginger? 

3. The chapter reinforces Silver Lake’s “strange effect” through the accident’s 

mysterious circumstances. How might the town itself contribute to the 

story’s supernatural framework? 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 19 

Summary: he wakes in a hospital room, regaining his sight after the collapse in 

Chapter 18. Facing a massive hospital bill, he sets up a payment plan and returns 

home to find his apartment transformed by new furniture, reflecting his hopes for a 

new life with Ember. The chapter culminates in a successful first date with Ember, 

meticulously planned and executed, ending with an unexpected goodnight kiss. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. The small, dark hospital room contrasts with the opulent ICU suite in 

Chapter 18. How does this setting reflect Ardjin’s isolation and his shift 

from Arlo’s tragedy to his own concerns? 

2. Ardjin’s apartment, now warm and home-like with new furniture, marks a 

significant change. How does this setting symbolize his personal growth and 

aspirations for a life with Ember? 

3. The gated community with luxury cars and manicured lawns contrasts with 

Ardjin’s usual environment. How does this setting highlight the social divide 

in Silver Lake and Ardjin’s feelings about entering Ember’s world? 

4. Despite his hospital stay and massive bill, Ardjin focuses on his date with 

Ember. How does this resilience reflect his character growth from earlier 

chapters, and what might it suggest about his priorities? 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 20 

Summary: Ardjin’s deteriorating health, growing relationship with Ember, and 

increasing financial stability are overshadow by the mysterious card. As his bank 

account swells to over $12,000, his health worsens with persistent headaches, 

blindness, and blood in his urine and stool. Ember becomes a constant presence, 

redecorating his apartment and caring for him, but he refuses medical help, 

suspecting the card’s involvement. A chilling phone call with a disembodied voice 

confirms the card’s sinister nature, revealing its “unique repayment options.” The 

chapter ends with Ember announcing her pregnancy, which the voice ominously 

references, tying Ardjin’s fate to the card’s consequences. 

Discussion Questions:  

1. The apartment, now redecorated by Ember with a Monet print, feels like a 

true home. How does this setting reflect Ardjin’s emotional state and his 

hopes for a future with Ember, despite his declining health? 

2. Ardjin’s worsening health contrasts with his financial and romantic success. 

How does this duality shape his character, and why does he refuse medical 

help despite Ember’s urging? 

3. Ember’s care for Ardjin and her redecoration of his apartment deepen their 

bond, but her pregnancy announcement aligns with the voice’s ominous 

comment. How does this complicate her character, and could she be 

complicit in the card’s effects? 

4. The voice on the phone, neither male nor female, is a new antagonistic 

presence. What does its slithering, snake-like quality suggest about the 

card’s origins, and how does it shift Ardjin’s understanding of his situation? 

 

 

 



Chapter 21 

Summary: Ardjin is plunged into grief and guilt as he believes the mysterious card 

is responsible for his friend’s fate. At Arlo’s funeral, Ardjin’s anger and suspicion 

drive him to confide in Danny and Chet about the card, its effects, and the chilling 

phone call from Chapter 20. Chet, leveraging his self-taught tech skills, traces the 

card’s phone number to Silver Lake, revealing its local yet elusive origins.  

Discussion Questions: 

1. The funeral setting, with its solemn rituals and willow tree, underscores the 

weight of Arlo’s death. How does this setting amplify Ardjin’s grief and 

guilt, and what does it reveal about Silver Lake’s community? 

2. The double-wide trailer, red-dirt roads, and roaming animals create a stark 

contrast to Silver Lake’s town center. How does this rural setting reflect 

Chet’s character and enhance the chapter’s gritty, determined tone? 

3. The double-wide trailer, red-dirt roads, and roaming animals create a stark 

contrast to Silver Lake’s town center. How does this rural setting reflect 

Chet’s character and enhance the chapter’s gritty, determined tone? 

4. Descriptions like the “casket’s leather handle,” “red-dirt roads,” and “wild 

yeast” carrying blackberry aromas create a visceral tone. How does this 

imagery ground the supernatural elements in Silver Lake’s reality? 

Chapter 22 

 



Summary: Ardjin, Danny, and Chet investigate the origins of the card, 

tracing its phone number to a dilapidated building on Market Street in Silver 

Lake. The building’s eerie statue and abandoned interior set the stage for 

Ardjin’s harrowing confrontation with the card’s supernatural force. 

Separated from his friends, Ardjin enters a surreal ballroom where a 

disembodied voice—linked to the card—torments him with visions of Arlo’s 

accident, physical pain, and threats against his loved ones. The chapter ends 

with Ardjin waking up battered at Chet’s house, accepting his inescapable 

fate tied to the card’s “ownership.” 

 

Discussion Questions:  

1. The decaying, narrow building with its grotesque statue creates a 

menacing atmosphere. How does this setting reflect the card’s 

sinister nature and amplify the chapter’s tension? 

2. The impossibly large ballroom with its red bird insignia and 

levitating furniture defies the building’s exterior. How does this 

surreal space enhance the supernatural horror and Ardjin’s sense of 

disorientation? 

3. The voice’s claim that it “owns” Ardjin, even his soul, underscores 

his lack of agency. How does this theme connect to his earlier 

financial freedom and the card’s “Terms and Conditions”? 

4. Ardjin’s acceptance of his fate (“I made my bed”) marks a shift 

from defiance. How might this moment foreshadow his approach 

to protecting Ember and the baby or confronting the card again? 

Chapter 23 



Summary: Ardjin’s health deteriorates under the card’s influence, culminating in 

his tragic decision to end his life to protect Ember and their unborn child. Despite 

his worsening condition, Ardjin prepares for his family’s future, buying a home, 

building nursery furniture, and purchasing a life insurance policy. His marriage to 

Ember at Stones Throw Bluff marks a fleeting moment of joy, but his realization 

regarding the card’s “balloon payment” leads him to drive off Lover’s Lookout. 

After his death, Ember gives birth to their son, named Arlo, and receives a 

mysterious card addressed to the baby, hinting at the cycle continuing.  

Discussion Questions:  

1. The wedding at Stones Throw Bluff, a callback to their first date (Chapter 

19), creates a bittersweet atmosphere. How does this setting underscore 

Ardjin’s love for Ember and contrast with his impending sacrifice? 

2. The new cottage with its nursery and yard symbolizes Ardjin’s hopes for his 

family. How does this setting shift to an eerie tone with the arrival of the red 

birds and the card for baby Arlo? 

3. Ember’s belief in Ardjin’s recovery and her joy at their wedding and 

pregnancy contrast with his fatalism. How does her optimism deepen the 

tragedy, and what might her reaction to the new card reveal about her 

awareness? 

 

 

 

General Questions: 



1. How do Ardjin’s and Arlo’s transformations—through financial success, 

musical talent, or personal relationships—reflect their desires to redefine 

their identities, and what costs do these changes entail? 

2. In what ways do the supernatural objects (the card, guitar, and microphone) 

serve as catalysts for the characters’ reinvention, and how do these 

transformations blur the line between empowerment and destruction? 

3. What role does the concept of a “deal” or contract (e.g., Terms and 

Conditions, the voice’s demands) play in exploring the consequences of 

ambition, and how does this theme affect Ardjin, Arlo, and potentially 

Ember? 

4. How does love—romantic, familial, or platonic—drive Ardjin’s and Arlo’s 

decisions, and how do their sacrifices (e.g., Ardjin’s suicide, Arlo’s rejection 

of the instruments) reflect the tension between personal desires and 

protecting others? 

5. In what ways do the characters grapple with responsibility for their choices 

(e.g., accepting the card, using the instruments), and how does the 

supernatural force exploit their sense of accountability? 

6. How does Silver Lake’s dual nature—folksy yet eerie, divided by industrial 

and affluent areas—reflect the characters’ sense of belonging or alienation, 

and how does the town itself amplify the supernatural elements? 

7. In what ways do friendships (e.g., Ardjin, Danny, Chet) provide a 

counterbalance to the isolation caused by the card’s influence, and how do 

these bonds influence the characters’ resistance to supernatural forces? 

8. How does the card’s “ownership” of Ardjin and the instruments’ influence 

on Arlo challenge the concept of free will, and to what extent do the 

characters retain agency in their choices? 



9. How do the card and instruments tempt Ardjin and Arlo with their deepest 

desires (wealth, fame), and what moral dilemmas arise from accepting these 

gifts? 

10. How does the corporate facade of the card’s voice (e.g., “survey,” “referral 

program”) satirize modern consumerism, and what does this suggest about 

the moral cost of unchecked ambition? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


